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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
The Animal Industry Division (AID) of the Michigan Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development works daily to protect, regulate, 

and promote animal health in Michigan. Employees of AID strive to 

be innovative partners in animal health, as they communicate the 

importance of animal health to our farmers, animal owners, and 

citizens of Michigan. Below are three highlights of our efforts in 2019:

ÅAID Tuberculosis (TB) Program identified additional positive herds 

in the high-risk area of the state. With annual testing and 

additional surveillance testing, these infections were rapidly 

identified and there was no additional disease spread. These 

successes not only impact this small region of the state, but they 

also support the long-term viability of the cattle industry in 

Michigan.

ÅAID together with partners and stakeholders throughout Michigan 

participated in three African Swine Fever (ASF) response exercises.  

These exercises are critical to disease response and preparedness 

and assist in the development of thoughtful solutions for decision-

makers to use should the need arise in an outbreak situation. 

Bringing partners together in the exercise environment also 

strengthens important relationships and improves the day to day 

activities to protect animal health in Michigan.

ÅDuring the past year there were several temporary and permanent 

changes in AID senior management in the Lansing office. Many AID 

staff members stepped up and took on additional temporary 

responsibilities for those staff on assignment as we made progress 

in filling our vacancies.

In the following pages, you will find summaries of our various 

activities and accomplishments for 2019. Division staff has done an 

outstanding job this past year collaborating with our stakeholders to 

protect, regulate, and promote animal health, and I am happy to 

share our story with you.

Nora E. Wineland, DVM, MS, DACVPM
State Veterinarian and Division Director

Animal Industry Division
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The Animal Control Program works with local 
animal control agencies to provide education, 
guidance, and support on animal health issues and 
state regulations. 

Animal control, along with local law entities, are 
entrusted to enforce animal laws concerning public 
safety and animal welfare. This includes dog 
licensing, local kennel licensing, handling of stray 
dogs, and animals running at large. Additionally, 
they are responsible for investigating neglect and 
cruelty against animals, animal hoarding situations 
and complaints involving exotic or dangerous 
animals. 

IMPACT FOR MICHIGAN: 

Animal control agencies and animal control 
officers play a critical role in public safety, 
protecting public health, and animal welfare. 
This sector provides resources for housing and 
care of lost, stray, and unwanted animals. 
Animal control plays an especially important role 
in protecting people from animals running at 
large and animal bites ςkeeping the public safe 
from rabies.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
Å Collaborated with the Michigan Association of Animal Control Officers to update educational 

curriculum for animal control officers and their shelter partners to reflect the changes in 
animal-related laws and requirements.

Å Presented at two animal control conferences and developed and piloted a new regional 
training workshop.

Å Helped ensure there were required training opportunities for animal control officers due to new 
health code requirements regarding humane euthanasia and field tranquilization of animals. 

Pollyanne McKillop|  517-284-5682  |  kapalap@michigan.gov

ANIMAL CONTROL 

4



PROGRAM GOALS:
Å In cooperation with the Michigan Association of Animal Control Officers, facilitate two 

regional trainings for animal care and enforcement agencies and their partners in 2020.

ÅEnhance ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
agencies regarding animal health programs, available trainings, and state animal laws by 2022.

ÅRe-establish quarterly discussions with agency stakeholders regarding training standards for animal 
control officers in Michigan, including the identification of emerging issues in 2020. 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
ÅMichigan Association of Animal Control Officers

ÅaƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
units of government

ÅMichigan law enforcement agencies

ÅMichigan Veterinary Medical Association

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

ÅAct 287, PA 1969 as amended

ÅRegulation 151

ÅAct 339, PA 1919 Dog Law of 1919

ÅAct 309, PA 1939

Metric 2018 2019

Ride-along requests with field staff completed 20 28

Animal Control Officer training reviews completed 32 44
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The Animal Disease Traceability (ADT) Program 
provides education and enforces state and federal 
requirements for animals moving into, within, and 
out of Michigan. These requirements provide 
assurance of animal health and traceability. 
The ADT Program also gathers and stores 
searchable data on animal identification and 
movement to enable a rapid response to an 
outbreak of a reportable animal disease.

IMPACT FOR MICHIGAN: 

By facilitating the prompt identification and 
tracking of animals, the ADT Program safeguards 
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ 
an animal health crisis. Animal disease 
outbreaks can affect the continuity of 
agricultural business and, consequently, 
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 
diseases have the potential to impact human 
health. By identifying and tracking animals, this 
program protects public health and ensures the 
Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
ÅAssessed the radio frequency identification (RFID) infrastructure at Michigan livestock 

markets and slaughter plants and began implementing facility-specific plans to improve 
RFID read rates. 

ÅDeveloped a three-year plan to advance animal disease traceability in Michigan.

ÅProvided Michigan-specific orientation training to 234 veterinarians and veterinary 
students pursuing USDA accreditation through the National Veterinary Accreditation 
Program. 

ANIMAL DISEASE TRACEABILITY
Theresa Drysdale, DVM  |  517-284-5791  |  drysdalet@michigan.gov
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PROGRAM GOALS:
ÅEncourage the use of RFID tag readers by accredited veterinarians working with Michigan cattle and 

bison via an equipment cost-share opportunity and user training to improve accuracy and timeliness of 
animal traceability data.

ÅEnhance cattle traceability at select auction markets by correlating RFID tag numbers with 
backtag numbers.

ÅDevelop and test a plan to integrate ultra-ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ wCL5 ǘŀƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǿ 
frequency RFID tag infrastructure at livestock markets and slaughter plants.

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
ÅU.S. Department of Agriculture

ÅMichigan Farm Bureau

ÅMichigan Milk Producers Association

ÅaƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ /ŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ

ÅAccredited Veterinarians

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

ÅPublic Act 466 of 1988, as amended, the Animal Industry Act

ÅCooperative agreement with U.S. Department of Agriculture

Metric 2018 2019

Interstate certificates of veterinary inspection issued electronically 

in Michigan
32% 44%
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The Shelter Program is responsible for registering animal shelters, including both 
municipal open admission animal control shelters and animal protection 
shelters, which are closed admission facilities typically operated by private, 
mostly 
non-profit, organizations. Animal Shelter Program staff work with shelters to 
provide guidance and education on animal health issues and state regulations. 

IMPACT FOR MICHIGAN: 

Animal shelters provide care to animals needing protection, as well as a 
place for lost pets to be reunited with their families. They provide hope 
for a new home to surrendered or abandoned animals. Situated in the 
communities they serve, animal shelters partner with law enforcement 
agencies, animal advocacy groups, veterinarians and animal behavior 
specialists, to ensure a safe community and its animals. 
Shelters play a key role in preventing unwanted animals in communities 
by encouraging and many times offering low-cost spay neuter programs.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
ÅFacilitated the return of regional trainings around the state in 

conjunction with industry, law enforcement, and veterinary partners 
to reach new audiences with four unique one-day training sessions.

ÅWorked with Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) Bureau of 
Professional Licensing regarding training timelines for shelter 
employees who were recently trained Euthanasia by Injection 
curricula, which is now approved by MDARD. 

517-284-5682|  animalshelters@michigan.gov
Pollyanne McKillop

ANIMAL SHELTERS
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PROGRAM GOALS:
ÅAdminister a successful Animal Welfare Grant program in 2020 to increase the number of shelter 

animals being spayed/neutered prior to adoption, provide needed education and training regarding 
proper animal care, and offer funding for animals ordered to be held at a shelter as evidence for 
court cases.

ÅLƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǘ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ нлнмΦ

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
ÅMichigan Association of Animal Control Officers
ÅaƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

units of government
ÅMichigan Partnership for Animal Welfare
ÅMichigan Veterinary Medical Association

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

ÅAct 287, PA 1969 as amended

ÅRegulation 151

ÅAct 339, PA 1919 Dog Law of 1919

ÅAct 309, PA 1939

ÅAct 132, PA 2007 Animal Welfare Fund Act

Metric 2018 2019

Registered shelters not requiring a follow-up for corrections or 

improvements (target 70%)
76% 78%

Registered shelters inspected annually (target 100%) 85% 96%

Shelter reporting their annual statistics 90% 96%
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The Aquaculture Program manages the registration 
and regulation of aquaculture facilities and serves 
to protect and promote the aquaculture industry 
through addressing issues of fish health, 
environmental protection and industry needs. 
This includes pre-licensing inspections, routine 
annual inspections, and responding to reports of 
escapement or disease in aquaculture facilities. 
In collaboration with the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, the program oversees the 
issuance of all prior-entry import permits, 
including permits for baitfish and other 
aquaculture intended for the stocking of public 
waters. Additionally, the program works with the 
other state agencies to prevent and control aquatic 
invasive species in the Great Lakes area.

IMPACT FOR MICHIGAN: 

Estimates show that within the next 35 years, 
the world will need twice as much food to 
sustain a growing world population. The U.S. 
currently imports more than 90 percent of the 
seafood consumed in America. This offers a 
considerable opportunity for domestically raised 
ŦƛǎƘΦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
diverse agricultural base make our state 
uniquely positioned to capitalize on this 
opportunity and help meet the protein needs of 
the world.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

ÅCoordinated with QOL agencies to register two new aquaculture facilities.

ÅUpdated and improved the MDARD aquaculture website.

ÅtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ tC!{ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ 
multiple surface, groundwater, and drinking water contamination sites throughout 
Michigan.

Steve Hussey, DVM |  517-284-5685  |  husseys@michigan.gov

AQUACULTURE
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